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Flying Home (Singapore)

After a short four hours flight from Hong
Kong to Tokyo, we arrived to a sunny and
windy Tokyo in the late afternoon of 12th May
2014! It was pleasant though, as Macau was
experiencing heavy rains during the days
of Asia Funeral Expo (AFE). Everyone was
looking forward to this trip and now we are
finally here!

AR Y FEEANRIRIT - BPIR20144
SH12HNGEHREZERR | RFNRKRSAR
R ARE2IDRFINEEBES (AFE) 19
R A BEIRR - SE ABERTEERIKRT -
BEBPIERIRT |

We have a tight itinerary and will be
visiting six different facilities: funeral homes,
crematorium, and academy in the next two
days of site visit. But first, a welcome dinner!

BB —EZEZNTE  KSHEANEARR
HURRME © RRMRIRIGERBREEE » AZHNE
Bt - (BEEEREIRE |

B

We had our first experience of the
wonderful Japanese hospitality at the welcome
dinner. Mr Kenichiro Hashizume, Chief
Executive Officer (CEQO) of Grief Support
International (GSI) Co Ltd (Japan), and also our
Japan host for this post AFE trip, has arranged
for all to experience a traditional Japanese
dinner, held in a special banquet hall. It was

truly a great opening to this wonderful mission
trip.
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The AFE post mission trip is a great
way to learn funeral cultures and traditions
from different countries. With the help of the
organizer and host countries, attendees get

a chance to visit the local facilities (which
are usually closed to public or visitors), learn
from the locals, understand the history and
traditions. Most importantly, throughout the
trip, international friendships are forged and
everyone can learn and share with each other.
This year, we are happy and honored to have a
group who came all the way from Brazil!
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Day one of the post AFE mission trip
started off visiting the Okuribito Academy.

“Okuribito” “one who
sends off’ , and the academy seeks to train
morticians in the beautiful art of the Japanese

ritual in cleansing, dressing and presenting a

is translated to

deceased family member in their best form to
the surviving family members.

AFEZIRIVE —R

2B Okuribito22fz o “Okuribito” #E):=Z
B “SEETT 0 MZEkk s T A ARBEZESERLL
i3k EELTBPURERBERERE -

The founder of this academy, Mr Shinji
Kimura, is the advisor to the lead character
Daigo Kobayashi, in honing his encoffining
ritual skills in the Year 2008 widely popular
Japanese drama film “Departures” . A film
about a cellist (Daigo Kobayashi) who loses
his job, and eventually becomes n kanshi —
a traditional Japanese ritual mortician, he is
reluctant and skeptical about the job initially
but eventually excel at it, earning respect from
families and acceptance from his wife. | have
watched the movie and was full of admiration at
how the lead character performed the ritual so
beautifully, and through it, provided closure and
comfort to the families. Thus, it was really an
honor to visit the academy and getting to know
Mr Shinji Kimura.

EEEENAIBA  ERANEZ > £
2008F EEAMITHNARIER “X1TE" HIE
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We have watched their demonstration at
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one of the session in the AFE expo in Macau.
But this time at the academy, we were able
to watch the n kan demonstration in close
proximity. Mr Kouki Kimura, the CEO of the
Academy, and son of Mr Shinji Kimura, is one of
the demonstrators. Together with a student and
, they demonstrated
the dressing of two bodies: one in a traditional
Yukata (Japanese robe) and the other in a

2 volunteers as  ‘bodies’

western suit simultaneously, to the melodious
soundtrack of the film. | find the dressing into
western suit intriguing. The western suit has
small arm and leg holes, unlike the Yukata,
and needs delicate care and skills when fitting
into them. But through practice and research,
Okuribito Academy has successfully showed
that dressing of deceased, in whatever clothing,
can be done beautifully. Importantly throughout
the dressing process, no naked body parts are
revealed to the audience. Care and respect is
being observed to show the upmost reverence
to the deceased. They have explained that
sometimes when rigor mortis had set in, it is
difficult for the n kanshi to move the limbs to
the desired position for the dressing. They will
then try to massage the limbs to
muscles and even when it gets hard and would

‘soften’ the

need to use lots of strength in doing so, they
do not do it forcefully nor show stress on their
face. This is to show respect to the families
who are present as well as to the deceased.

ERTEERT 0 BRI EENER
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Though the n kanshi is not widely
performed throughout Japan, the academy
aims to generalize this ritual so that this
traditional and beautiful ritual can be preserved.
| applaud their effort in spreading this special
art and hope that their practice can be adapted
and adopted by morticians all over the world,
improving the standards of funeral practices.
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Fresh flowers instantly brighten up a room
with their colours and their scents liven up

spirits. They are commonly seen in funerals:
on wreaths and altar decorations. This brings
me to introduce the next place we are visiting:
You Ka En. You Ka En specializes in creating
large floral altar using fresh flowers. Their
floral altars are fully customized according to
the wishes of the family members. Not only
do they provide arrangements for funeral and
memorial services, they have expanded to
be a wholesaler in flowers, owns retail shops
and hotel retail shops around Tokyo, and also
provide floral arrangements to established
hotels for weddings and ceremonies.

BFIPTE AR T — (@75 2 You Ka En °

fETELIE PR R KRB R R AR T
BESH - EffEE HRAERE TIERNTEK
&M ° You Ka EnfBRAVEEARAEIEL » 989
TOERREFEMENERTRES - M~ E
REYZRENERGHREE  MAIEKREAEIE

I |
TEMER A RRWINTERENEES
ERlE - WIREETE - DUDBEIEETIEBNE
o
We learned that traditionally, wooden
altars are used in funerals but in the recent
years, floral altars are gaining popularity. This
could be partly through the use of floral altars
by popular businessmen, celebrities and
politicians in televised funerals.

BT R BHENARKEBEZRHEE
1B BERIOHRE  EHAREHARE N - EAl6E
BB EHREEREA - BANMBEENZCE
FRTEFHIRA

Upon arrival at their main office, there were
five floral arrangers working on this massive
altar with mixture of white chrysanthemums,
baby s breath and hues of purple carnations.
The altar has three layers; full length of the
altar is approximately 10 metres and height of
about 3 metres. A purple frame sits atop the
altar and it is understood that the deceased
photo will be placed in it upon completion. A
computer rendition of the altar was propped up
in front of the altar structure, and each floral
arranger has an A4 size copy of it, which they
use to follow closely in creating the altar.

HEEZMPANEZRAER  BE—EL
AERMFPNEIE - EHARTE  WRENKEE
DENERES - BELA=ZE.RENE2ROM
10KFIKAEENBE - MR T ## - TEENRA
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| was fascinated to see them work because
they work with such precision and intense
concentration, at lightning speed! Each flower
has to be cut to the desired height, placed at
a perfect angle to form into a giant artwork.
Each of the five arrangers works in a separate
section simultaneously, but each section joins
seamlessly to form a grand masterpiece.

EHAEERIFETRHREIFE S ARME
LERY - PR ENEREN S EEREIE
71 LIBSEMMEE | BRTEEEREBES
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During the presentation by company
representative Mr Nakadai, several images of
actual floral altars are shown and it is amazing
how they are able to create personalized
altars that resemble golf course, Mount Fuiji,
ocean waves, garden, etc. To them, nothing is

impossible!
TOENBE R HARAEMr Nakadaizs ik
23R HREBGEREEANEMECRIRE
HLRERANE 2L BRTERF - H
f{FI2REN - BB EZNAIBERY ©
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